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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently amended) An implant for the spinal column, comprising; 
an elongated body positionable in a spinal disc space, said bod>| comprising a convexly 
curved upper surface orientable toward an endplate of an upper vertebr^ and a convexly curved 
lower surface orientable toward an endplate of a lower vertebra: 

a leading end portion and an opposite trailing end portioln; 
a pair of sidewalls extending between said leading end fjortion and said trailing 
end portion; 

a cavity between said leading end portion, said trailing ^nd portion, and said 
sidewalls, said cavity opening at said upper surface and said lo\J/er surface of said body; 



lovyer 



wherein said body includes a height between said upper and 
corresponding to a desired disc space height between the upper vertebr^ 
vertebra endplate, wherein said leading end portion is structured for 
in a collapsed condition and said height is sized to restore the collapsec 
disc space height as the body is inserted in the collapsed disc spac e, anfl_ 



said upper and lower surfaces each include a number of engagement members 



therealong and projecting outwardly therefrom to engage bony {issue of the adjacent 



surfaces 
endplate and the lower 
insertion into the disc space 
disc space to the desired 
further wherein: 



vertebral endplate when said body is positioned in the spinal di^c space; 

said engagement members comprises number of teeth altong portions of said 



sidewalls extending along said cavitv: and 

said teeth each include a leading end wall sloped toward said leading end portion 



and a trailing end wall opposite said leading wall, said trailing dnd wall being generally 



orthogonally oriented relative to the respective one of said convlexly curved upper and 



lower surfaces from which said trailing end wall extends . 

2. (Original) The implant of claim 1, wherein said upper surface and said lower surface 
are each convexly curved along an entire length of said body. 
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3. (Original) The implant of claim 2, wherein said leading enq portion includes a nose 
rounded between said upper surface and said lower surface. 

4. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 3, wherein said nose is rounded between said 
sidewalls. 

5. (Original) The implant of claim 1 > wherein said sidewalls ajre parallel to one another. 

6* (Original) The implant of claim 1 , wherein said body includes: 
a first notch in a first one of said sidewalls; and 

a second notch in a second one of said pair of sidewalls, said fiijst and second notches 
opening at a proximal end wall of said body. 

7. (Original) The implant of claim 6, wherein said proximal e^id wall is planar and 
extends between said sidewalls and said upper and lower surfaces. 



8. (Original) The implant of claim 6, further comprising a 
and second fingers positionable in respective ones of said first and 
body to said coupling member. 



coupling member having first 
secdnd notches to secure said 



9. (Original) The implant of claim 8, wherein said coupling mjember comprises a distal 
portion of an insertion instrument 

10. (Original) The implant of claim 8, wherein a width of said Coupling member between 
outer lateral surfaces of said fingers is less than a width between outer 
sidewalls at least when said fingers are in said notches. 

Claims 11-12 (Cancelled) 



ateral surfaces of said 
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13. (Currently amended) The implant of claim L olaim 12, 
surfaces are substantially smooth along said leading end portion and 



whe|rein said upper and lower 
said trailing end portion. 



Claim 14 (Cancelled) 



15. (Currently amended) The implant of claim L olaim 14, 
transition surface extending between said leading end wall and said 
said teeth. 



furthler comprising a rounded 
trailing end wall of each of 



16. (Original) The implant of claim 15, wherein said transition 
along each of said upper and lower surfaces define an arc along said 
first radius. 



bqdy, 



17. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 16, wherein 
surface each extend along an arc defined by a second radius, said first 
said second radius. 



insertion into a non- 



18. (Currently amended) An implant insertable in a disc space) between adjacent 
vertebrae, comprising: 

an elongated body having a distal leading end portion sized for i 
distracted, collapsed disc space, said implant having a height between ^n upper surface and a 
lower surface thereof adapted to restore said non-distracted, collapsed disc space to a desired 
disc space height as said body is impacted into said non-distracted colhpsed disc space, wherein 
said body is implantable in the restored disc space to post-operatively ijnaintain said desired disc 
space height, wherein said body includes: 

a trailing end portion having a proximal end wall opposite a leading end nose of 

said body;-a«d 

said upper surface and said lower surface extend along £aid leading end portion 
and said trailing end portion, said upper and lower surfaces each including a convexly 



surfaces of said teeth 
r , said arc defining a 



said) upper surface^and lower 
Radius being greater than 
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curved surface profile between said leading end nose and said p 

a q "v/i t~\r PYtpnnin cr ri^ttir^PTi cqi n linnet" atln lfv\x/^i* C^lt*T^i<" , / 
a CaVIly CAiCIiUJUUL{< UClWCtm bcUU Uppci dXlU AUWCJ 2» LLL laVt 


roximal end wall of said 

»o c<iiH ■fircf' atifl Qpf*nnn 
ro, aoJLU JLJUov aouyiivj 


blUeWallb dllU SalU ICaQJJJLjR allU Trailing CJCld pulUOIlS CAtcllUJXlK a 






d leading end nortion and 


oaiU 11 all 111^, vIIU. pUiULUIJU vvjucjl OUA oa.AU- wpyCJl tUJLU jluvvoji allllaA/CQ 


parti inclndft a number of 


cngti^eriieiii iiityuiucro iiicrcaiung ana projecting ouiw&tcuy tner 


jllUlIl IU vllsiaKC UUAAY 


tissue of the adiacent vertebral endolate when said bodv is nosil 


ioned in the spinal disc 


space and said engagement members comorise a number of teel 


h alone portions of said 


sidewalls extending alone said cavitv. 
Claim 19 (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 18.olaim 19, wh< 
parallel to one another. 

21 . (Original) The implant of claim 1 8, wherein said leading ei 
between said upper surface and said lower surface. 

22. (Withdrawn) The implant of claim 21, wherein said nose is 
sidewalls of said body. 

23. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 18, wherein sai<; 
a first notch in said firsta first sidewall of said bodv; and 

a second notch in said seconda second sidewall of said bodv, sa 
notches opening at said proximal end wall of said body. 

24. (Original) The implant of claim 23, wherein said proximal 
extends between said sidewalls and said upper and lower surfaces. 
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jrein said sidewalls are 

id nose is rounded 

rounded between opposite 

body includes: 
id first and second 

snd wall is planar and 



PAGE 7/11 * RCVD AT4I18J2006 3:57:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time)' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/8* DNIS:2738300 ' CSIO: 'DURATION (mm-ss):03-04 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



KDJM-S94343_1.DOC 



25. (Original) The implant of claim 23, further comprising a 
first and second fingers positional) le in respective ones of said first and 
said body to said coupling member. 



cojupling member having 
second notches to secure 



26. (Original) The implant of claim 25, wherein said coupling ijnember comprises a distal 
portion of an insertion instrument. 



27. (Original) The implant of claim 25, wherein a width of saic 
between outer lateral surfaces of said fingers is less than a width between 
said sidewalls at least when said fingers are in said notches. 



Claims 28- 30 (Cancelled) 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The implant of claim 18. claim 30, 
include a leading end wall sloped toward said leading end portion and 
opposite said leading wall, said trailing end wall being generally orthogonally 
the respective one of said upper and lower surfaces from which said 



32. (Original) The implant of claim 31, further comprising a 
extending between said leading end wall and said trailing end wall 



33. (Original) The implant of claim 32, wherein said transition 
along each of said upper and lower surfaces define an arc along said 
first radius. 



coupling member 
outer lateral surfaces of 



wbjerein said teeth each 
trailing end wall 

oriented relative to 
trailing end wall extends. 



rounded transition surface 
of ebch of said teeth. 



surfaces of said teeth 
; said axe forming a 



bddy 



34. (Original) The implant of claim 33, wherein said upper an^ lower surface each 
extend along an arc defined by a second radius, said first radius being greater than said second 
radius. 
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Claims 35-48 (Cancelled) 
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